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Sykesville artist forms painting club to connect
people, inspire creativity

By Kym Byrnes

SEPTEMBER 11, 2014, 8:16 AM

local art teacher is hoping to inspire, and perhaps reawaken, artists in the South Carroll area with the

creation of the Sykesville Painting Club.

"I want to help people reconnect with their love for art," said Sykesville Painting Club founder and local art

instructor Vivian Davis.

The Sykesville Painting Club is still in its infancy, the first meeting and walk/draw event was scheduled for Sept.

9 at Piney Run Park. Davis said the direction of the club will be determined by members.

"The goal of the club is to bring amateurs and some professionals together in a setting where they can be

comfortable learning from each other – drawing, painting, eventually some plein air," Davis said. "The group

will decide what it wants the club to be and we'll go from there."

Painting instructor Vivian Davis of Sykesville has formed the Sykesville Painting Club. (Photo by Phil Grout, Baltimore Sun Media Group)



Davis teaches art classes locally and is the creative director for Freedom Arts, a component of Carroll County

Parks and Recreation. A Sykesville resident, Davis said she has attended events and taken classes in

Westminster, but she said she believes there is definitely a need for an artists club in the Eldersburg/Sykesville

area.

"I don't necessarily want to compete with other programs," Davis said. "But there's just not much to compete

with here locally."

Davis said that she pursued art in middle and high school, and took some courses at the Atlanta College of Art.

But then the demands of working and raising a family took her in other directions. She said she moved to

Carroll County about 12 years ago and it was then that she decided to reconnect with art. She found a local club

called the South Carroll Fine Arts League and said it offered her an outlet to interact with local artists as well as

to hone her own art skills.

"Getting back into it again was hard," Davis said. "Being out of practice and trying to establish a routine for

painting, it can be intimidating especially when you're around very talented people."

But Davis said the South Carroll Fine Arts League group, made up mostly of professional artists who were

selling their work at festivals, shows and markets, served her well. She helped organize Sykesville's Art in the

Park and she began teaching local art classes as well as painting scenery for local theater productions.

Over time, the South Carroll Fine Arts League became less active, according to Davis. But she stayed in touch

with local artists she met through the group, and she continued offering youth and adult art classes in the

Freedom area.

"In teaching classes, I run across a bunch of people who actually painted at one time and want to do it again, or

people who have always been artistic but have never done any regular painting," Davis said.

She said she researched painting clubs for several months and then late this summer decided to create the

Sykesville Painting Club.

Currently the club has four members including Davis, but she said she expects that number to increase after

people come out and see what is planned.

Eldersburg resident Charlene Roelecke has joined and said she is looking forward to both learning new skills

and making new friends.

"I've not found too much available in this area so I was tickled when I heard about this club," Roelecke said.

"I'm finding the more I expose myself to lessons and other people's artwork, the more I grow and learn."

Similar to Davis, Roelecke said she enjoyed art when she was younger but wasn't able to pursue it because work

and family kept her busy. But then a few years ago after spending time with her granddaughter, she said she

decided it was "time to get back into my art."  



"If you're out of the art world for so long, it can be challenging to get back into it," Roelecke said. "I feel like I

could benefit from being around other local artists, sharing our experiences, learning from each other."

Davis said she envisions the club doing some painting socials and walk/draw sessions each month in addition to

offering workshops and demonstrations by local artists.

The club's first artist demonstration, focusing on watercolor painting, will feature John Kachik, a well-known

professional artist and illustrator, on Sept. 22 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church, 1700 St. Andrews

Way in Eldersburg. The cost to attend is $5 for Sykesville Painting Club members and $15 for non-members.

The $25 annual membership fee for the Sykesville Painting Club will be used to help pay for demonstrations

and workshops, Davis said.

Davis emphasized that the spirit of the club will be friendly, helpful and inspiring.

"Artists tend to try to help each other," Davis said. "That's my goal, to inspire more arts in the area, so I don't

want people to be intimidated, or afraid, to come."

To learn more about the Sykesville Painting Club or to join, visit http://www.tutoringart.com.
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