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Freedom Area Recreation Council gears up for
winter classes

By Wiley Hayes
Neighborhoods Correspondent

The Freedom Area Recreation Council is gearing up for a series of artistic classes intended to stoke the creat
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ith the winter in full swing, there's often fewer opportunities — and less incentive — to participate in

outdoor events. With that in mind, the Freedom Area Recreation Council is gearing up for a series of

artistic classes intended to stoke the creative fire of the youth in the South Carroll area.

And, of course, the classes will be held indoors.

This drawing of a giraffe was among the pieces of artwork created by students during last January's Mixed Media Fun class. - Original
Credit: Vivian Davis/submitted photo (HANDOUT)
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Vivian Davis, who helped found the council's art program in 2008, said three classes are set to begin in late

January and early February.

Mixed Media Fun, a class designed to introduce children ages 6 to 10 years old to a variety of artistic media

outlets, will begin Tuesday, Jan. 26 and run through the middle of March, Davis said. Unlike in past years,

Davis will be teaching this class herself, she said.

"Initially we will do some drawing to evaluate them on that because they are so young," Davis said. "Some of

them are just happy to have a pencil in their hand. Then they will use chalk pastel and watercolor. One of the

toughest things they will do is practice drawing their hands in the position of Michelangelo's 'Creation of Adam.'

"

Registration costs $80 for the six-class course, each of which is scheduled from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at Century High

School, in Eldersburg, and parents should consider signing their children up as soon as possible, Davis said.

"Sometimes it's hard to create awareness for these classes but we have more luck in the winter," Davis said. "For

some reason these actually fill up pretty quickly."

Another class, Sketchy Characters, will be taught by John Kachik, a Carroll County resident and graphic

designer, Davis said, and will incorporate more of a classical drawing style in its lessons, including several

drawings from life.

"In previous classes, [Kachick] has brought in gourds, other vegetables and other interesting things for kids to

draw and work on contour and shading," Davis said.

Registration costs $95 for six classes, which are geared toward children ages 11 to 18 years old. Classes begin

Jan. 25 and will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at Century High School.

The real advantage to participating in the course is the chance to work on portfolios required in both middle

and high school, Davis said. Middle school students with the required elements in their portfolio will be able to

avoid classes as a freshman in high school that often teach redundant skills, and high school students will create

artwork that will benefit them when the time comes to apply for college, Davis said.

"So any child that wants to work on their portfolio pieces, [Sketchy Characters is] a great class," she said.

As evidenced by the Mixed Media Fun class, art is created from a myriad media, perhaps none as moving and

poignant as music.

The council will continue its efforts to engage and encourage aspiring vocalists with the upcoming Broadway

Bound Musical Ensemble class, the second such course held in the past three months, Davis said.

Designed for children ages 6 to 11, the students will learn to perform several songs from various musical

productions, and will cap off the 8- to 10-class course with a live performance at 7:30 p.m. May 2.



The course is scheduled to begin Feb. 8 and classes will be held at the South Carroll Senior and Community

Center in Eldersburg. Each class will run from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

The course will be taught by Erica Hansbrough, a Carroll resident and former art and music teacher in

Frederick County. She will be assisted by Christopher Hite, another Carroll resident who will not only instruct

but also play piano accompaniment.

All money raised through these classes will be used by the council to grow and enhance its multiple programs

servicing the South Carroll area, she said.

For more information on these classes or to register, visit the council's website at farc.siplay.com/site/.

Valentine's Dance

Perhaps it was someone's dark sense of humor, but it certainly seems ironic that Valentine's Day — a holiday

celebrating the warmth and kindness we feel due to the presence of those we love most — is celebrated during

the coldest time of the year.

The Winfield Community fire company's Ladies Auxiliary is hoping to ward off the winter chill by once again

holding its annual Valentine's Dance, a fundraiser scheduled from 8 p.m. until midnight Feb. 13 at its fire hall at

1320 W. Old Liberty Road in Sykesville.

Ann Kolpack, a member of the auxiliary who is in charge of advertising for the event, said hot and cold hors

d'oeuvres, dessert and non-alcoholic beverages will be served, but the event is BYOB. A DJ who also doubles as

an Elvis impersonator will be present, and dancing is set to last until midnight, Kolpack said.

Tickets are $20 whether they are purchased in advance or at the door, she said, but the auxiliary is requesting

those wishing to attend purchase their tickets in advance to ensure they are adequately prepared.

"The more we know who is coming the better off we are," Kolpack said.

Despite the indoor venue, the weather can affect the turnout, she said, but they are expecting between 100 and

150 attendees.

"Other [fire] companies have other events so the community is spread out so we get whatever we can get and

are grateful for it," she said.

In past years, the event has raised between $1,000 and $1,500, but the Winfield fire company recently

purchased a new engine and is looking to acquire another ambulance and utility vehicle. Other typical uses of

these funds will include ground maintenance and "anything they might need to keep [the company] running,"

Kolpack said.

For more information or to purchase tickets, call Becky Logue-Ruckman, president of the auxiliary, at 410-795-

1333 ext. 341.



Wiley Hayes covers the South Carroll area. He can be reached via email at

wileyhayes@gmail.com or

by phone at 443-286-1606.
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