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Freedom Area Recreation Council gears up for
spring classes

By Wiley Hayes
Neighborhoods Correspondent

After a cold yet colorful winter session for the Freedom Area Recreation Council's arts programs, the nonprofi
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fter a cold yet colorful winter session for the Freedom Area Recreation Council's arts programs, the

nonprofit has begun accepting registration for its spring classes.

And for the second year, it will be offering students a class designed to instruct them on the creation of a

portfolio that will benefit them in both high school and college, said Vivian Davis, creator of the council's art

Students interested in taking the Sketchy Characters class this spring will be taught by Jesse Burr, an art teacher in the Howard County
Public School System. The above comic strip was done by Burr as an example to be used in the upcoming session. - Original Credit:
Submitted photo (HANDOUT)
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program in 2008.

"Last year, I had some parents ask for a class teaching portfolio preparation," Davis said. "Now, students can

build a portfolio that — if impressive enough — will allow them to skip their first art class freshman year in high

school, and increase their chances of getting into college."

Typically, she said, high school portfolio requirements are similar to those required by colleges, and include

self-portrait and still-life pieces. This class will not only help students put together these portfolios but the

teacher will work with students in producing such pieces, Davis said.

"This is why John Kachik was the perfect instructor for this course," she said. "He's a graduate of the Maryland

Institute College of Art and knows how to put a portfolio together and will really prepare these students."

Kachik, a Sykesville resident and graphic designer, has taught classes for the council before, most recently in the

spring session, she said.

Registration costs $95 for six classes, which are all scheduled from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Mondays beginning April 4 at

Century High School, at 355 Ronsdale Road in Sykesville. Davis said she recommends parents sign their

children up as soon as possible.

Another class, this one geared toward a younger age group, will also be getting started in April, but this one is

"more fun than anything else," Davis said.

Cartoon Drawing, a class aiming to teach students to create their own comic strip, is set to begin April 5, from 5

to 6:30 p.m., also at Century High School. The class is for students ages 6 to 10.

Students will be instructed on a variety of animation styles, how to develop characters in a story board format,

and techniques to draw "cartoonesque" characters, she said.

The instructor, Jesse Burr, is an art teacher in the Howard County Public Schools system and has extensive

experience creating his own comic strips, Davis said.

Registration costs $80 for six classes. This is the third year the council has held this class, and its popularity is

only growing, she said.

Those interested in learning more about these classes or registering should visit the council's website at

www.farc.siplay.com/site/ or contact Davis at tutoringart@gmail.com.

Yard sale fundraiser

The time-honored saying, "April showers brings May flowers," has once again proven true this year, although

it's come a little early in 2016.
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The availability of water is something that most Americans take for granted, and something that, for people in

many places such as the South Sudan, would come as a supreme blessing.

Students at South Carroll High School are looking to assist the Sudanese in their efforts to fight a seemingly

constant shortage in domestic water by holding a community yard sale from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 2,

in front of the high school, at 1300 W. Old Liberty Road in Sykesville.

The school is selling spaces for $20 each and will provide a space and a table for $25, said Lisa Tiffany, a

teacher at South Carroll High School and organizer of the yard sale. If the number of interested vendors is high

enough, they will consider expanding into the side parking lot to accommodate them, she said.

"The location makes it convenient for both the shoppers and the sellers," Tiffany said. "The money we collect all

goes to the Iron Giraffe Challenge."

The challenge, which involves raising money to drill wells in the South Sudan, is so named because the drills

resemble just that — an iron giraffe, Tiffany said.

"We are also accepting donations and we will have a table set up so whatever we make from our sales will also

go to the Iron Giraffe [Challenge]," she said.

Tiffany said the yard sale is just one of many such fundraisers held this school year to raise money for the

challenge, including organizing a Dress Down Day for teachers during which each instructor was allowed to

dress casual for $1, a basketball shooting contest to see which student would be allowed to perform at a pep

rally, and many others.

"[The students] have really rallied behind this," she said. "I think the Sudanese ordeal is shocking to us; we turn

a tap on and water comes out, and that doesn't happen everywhere."

The impetus for the fundraising efforts and the school's focus on aiding the Sudanese is due to a single book,

she said: "A Long Walk to Water," a short novel written by Linda Sue Park in 2010 that received national

attention and was listed as a New York Times bestseller upon release.

During the school's daily advisory class several years ago, each student was provided a copy of the book, and

they were then taught lessons on a variety of humanistic subjects, such as empathy, science, and cultural

diversity, Tiffany said.

The book chronicles the real life story of Salva Dut, Tiffany said, who became one of more than 20,000 "lost

boys of the Sudan," young boys who were displaced from their homes during the last Sudanese Civil War, which

ended in 2005. However, the book also includes the fictional story of Nya, a young girl who must travel eight

hours for water twice every day.

Though a fictional character, her plight is experienced each day by countless Sudanese women who must make

this arduous trip to the nearest well, she said.



Dut eventually managed to escape Sudan and travel to Rochester, New York, where he founded Water for South

Sudan, a nonprofit which, according to its website, created and operates the Iron Giraffe Challenge.

"At the end of the lessons, we challenged our students to come up with a service project to give back, and they

decided to give back to the Iron Giraffe Challenge," she said.

The efforts to assist the Sudanese have continued since then, which shows the book and the accompanying

lessons have certainly impacted students, Tiffany said.

"It's been powerful," she said. "Not every child we talk to thinks it's wonderful — it is school after all — but there

has been a developed interest that kids didn't have an interest in before. It's really nice to develop the idea that

there is a world outside of Carroll County and outside of the United States, and we should pay attention to that."

The school's goal is to raise $6,000, and they have so far raised about $1,000 this school year, Tiffany said.

Water for South Sudan has set monetary achievement goals, with prizes awarded to any school that reaches

them during a single school year.

At $1,000, South Carroll High School is set to receive a banner celebrating its assistance, but at $6,000, the

naming rights for one of the wells to be drilled will be given to the students, she said.

Tiffany said she believes the school will meet its goal, as it has already sold 10 spaces for the yard sale.

"Usually what happens is the week before the event is when everyone signs up," she said. "It's a fantastic start

though, so I think it's going to be a fantastic event. With the yard sale and the other fundraisers I'm hopeful we

can reach our goal."

Those interested in being a vendor should contact Tiffany at lktiffa@carrollk12.org or Matt Joseph, another

organizer of the event, at mrjosep@carrollk12.org.

Wiley Hayes covers the South Carroll area. He can be reached via email at

wileyhayes@gmail.com or

by phone at 443-286-1606.
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